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ussians Desperately Resist German Attempt to Reach Warsaw
lln official report says It was decided
Mot to attempt to retake, owing to high
water.
ALMOST COMTl.MOt s

KOII WKKKS 1».\ST
In the Arconne region, where the

battle has been almoat continuous for
weeks past, the Germans have made a
little progress, as an offset to which,
however, the French declare they nave
continued their advance in upper Al¬
sace.
On the whole the situation seems

virtually to have reached a position of
stalemate. Neither side has made
great impression on Its antagonist's
line, and both being very strongly in¬
trenched, it is considered unlikely that
either the Germans or allies will at¬
tempt another general offensive until
superiority In numbers is attained by
reinforcements.
Much the same situation prevails in

Northern Poland, where the tJermans
are reported to have failed to cross ;
the Bzura and Ilawka ltivers, and to
have been unsuccessful in advancing
alo?g teh Pilica Itiver. They are said
to be digging themselves in, prepara¬
tory to remaining until the hardening
of the ground by the frost makes
troop movements less dirticult.
The grovfrth of the British army Is

shown by an army order issued to¬
night constituting six armies of three
corps each. Thus several generals who
commanded army corps at the begin¬
ning of the war, now find themselves
at the head of armies.

AltTILLKHY PlUHTlMi
AT % VltltM S I'l.ACKS

PARIS, January 1 (10:37 P. M.)..
The French official statement, issued
this afternoon, indicated that the ;ir-
tltlcry exchanges on the battle fro lit
in France had not diminished in
severity or frequency. Various places
were mentioned where artillery light-!
ing bad taken place. At some no re-
suits were given, while at others the
French clainicd successes, as. for in¬
stance, at Steinbncli. in Alsace.
The statement claimed the repulse

of six German Infantry attacks at a
point between the Meuse ami the
Moselle, and said that French aviators
had assailed from the air the railroad
station nt Me'tz.
The text of the communication fol¬

lows:
"From the sea to Rheims there was

yesterday hardly anything more than
artillery engagements. The enemy
bombarded without result the village
of St. Georges and the head of tin-
bridge position organized by tin- Bel¬
gians at a point south of liixmude.

"Spirited cannonading resulted ad¬
vantageously for us between I .a has.see
and Clarency. between Albert ami
Roye; in the region of Vernoetil. and in
the neighborhood of lllanc Sahlon,
which is near Craonne. At this last
mentioned point we also demolished
certain German earthworks.

"In the region of Perthes and of
lteausejour we have held the gains

s nade by us on December 30. During
'all the day of December 31 the ac¬
tivity of the opposing artillery forces
was interrupted.

"In the Argonne the enemy attacked
violently almost the entire front of
the I^agrule. At certain points he ad¬
vanced for a distance of fifty yards,
but counterattacks were at once de¬
livered.

"In the region of Verdun there have
been violent artillery engagements.
"Between the Meuse and the Moselle,

to the northwest of Fllrey, the Ger¬
mans delivered during the night of De¬
cember 30-31 and in the morning of
the 31st no less than six violent coun-
tfrat tacks for the purpose of retaking
the trenches captured by us on Decem¬
ber 30. liach of these attacks was bril¬
liantly rt pulsed.
"Our aviators have bombarded at

night the railroad stations at Met/, and
at Arnlvelle.
"We continue to make progress, foot

by foot, in Steinbach. Here the artil¬
lery of the enemy showed great ac¬
tivity during the morning of December
31, but In lb'- afternoon of this day our
batteries won a distinctive advantage."
The olllclal communication issued to¬

night says:
"There is nothing new as vet to re¬

port of the operations to-day."

ltl SSIA NS i>iovi:i,oi'
<;iti:.YT a( ti\ rr\

VIEXXA, January 1 (via Amsterdam
and l.»ondon, January l, 12:-lo I'. M.)..
An official announcement on the prog¬
ress of the war was given out in tin"
Austrian capital to-<lay. It refers to
events of yesterday, and is at- follows:

"Jn lJukowina and the Carpathian,tJie Russians developed great activity.Our troops are holding their positions
on the Suczawa Uivei in the upperCseremosz territory, also further west
on the ridges of the Carpathians in the
valley of the Nagyag^ where. yesterday,
near Ockoertnezoc*, ;*i_at<iMt of the
enemy was repulsed \i-!th. heavy losses
to him, in the upper Latoroza district,and north of the t'szok Pass. To the
west of this pass, all other passages
over the Carpathians were occupied byour troop?.

"In the district of <Unlive and to the
northeast of Zakllczyu, ib ier mined Rus¬sian attacks were repulsed e\erywhere."On the Xida, everything is quiet.Further to the north, the attacks of
our allies are progressing"Jn the Balkans everything is <iuiet"To tile east of Trehinga our artillerycompelled the Montenegrins to retreat."

\othi.\g ok nii'oituM i:
IX wkstf.hn w ah 'i in: vtiii:HKKLIN, Jaiiuar> 1 <by wireless t«>L.oniion, 3:44 J". >1). The following olll-eial communication was given out io-<lay at the German ain.y headquarters:"In the western theatre of war, noth¬ing of import a i:< .. has happened rxaiKieuport. The idea taking the ham¬let of ft. Georges, which ha heei: o»in-pletely demolished I . the enemy's ar¬tillery fire, was ah; ndoned in %!. w ofthe high level of water there.

"East of F.I thui.e. to '.he v'ollth ofthe canal, \ e < aptui d an Knglishtrench.
"In the Argouue «. ur attacks madefurther progress \nother 4"«> pris¬oners, si* machine guns, four minethrowers ami i.urm-i ¦>>.> other :i i:..-sand quantities of ainmgr.ition f. 11 into

our hands. A J'rcach « amp north ofS*.. Mlhie! was ni on t.i> l>\ .i artil¬lery. Attacks at i-i.r- ami A> .-t ofHonnhflni, which w«-r> repeated v,-.--tyrday, were rcpulsen.
"Jtl the ICastern tin »t r < the*tlon on the Hast !'. isslai. !. .ntier andIn Poland re nains h.:ag»d \ 'ieav>mist is preventing all Op> rations "

CAIIK IllSI.Vti SI!IKTi:i>
TO IM III.14 st PPOItT

XK\V YOKK, January 1 Ir.stiti,-tional care of the on.- in.j>t iv. is be¬ing shifted from private \j pnhlie sup¬port, according to the annual statisti¬
cal statement to-night of the Nat onalABSOCintlOK' for the Study ami Preven¬
tion of Tuberculosis. In l!«] i more
,than $20,000,000 was spent in tiie Inn <!
States In the flght agai; t ttiie-reulo-

k tils, and 6C.fc per cent of i: .: x<,t w..sk derived from public coin-1 mred with r.3 per centft For institutional care ar,<i treatmentf consumptives in hosp'tals and nana-¦k iri;i. approximately Sl'.DOti.O'iO wasB perilled in l'.G4, the rest oi the moneyBB jng devoted to operations of anti-^^ftberculosis associations The open air
verncnt, care of patients in dlspen-^^^Lies and alllled purpOM s^^ew York led in expenditures, with

than J&,000.000. and Illinois was^^^nd.jvilh *2,320,000.

BMNm
CLAIMED 8* HUES

liefore Nieuport (.erinnii> Are Caught
UoUvctii Knemy's l'orcos

antl the Son.

MAKING V I* It I <> I" S ATTACKS

So Far, Fram-o-Urii ish Xot Only
Have Hceii Able to WiLbstuml
Hoinhardment, but Have Succeed¬
ed in Strengtheiiiuic Position.

(Special Cable So Tho Times-Dispatch.]
PAItIS, January l.~.Consistent grains

by the allies In the ccntrc. spectacular
night aerial attacks against Met?, and
Anavillc, on tlie German frontier;
hrilllant artillery successes, coupled
with hard-won advances in the reduc¬
tion of Steinhach, In Alsace, and desper¬
ate. but abortive, attempts by the Ger¬
mans to retrieve St. Georges, were the
outstanding features of the French of¬
ficial statements issued to-day.

Before Nieuport, the Germans are
caught between the allies and the sea.
In this lies the reason for the furious
character of their artillery attacks upon
St. Georges, which lies two miles
slightly cast of south of Nieuport. on
the Yser Canal. With the capture of
St. Georges by the allies, the Germans
are now holding NVestende between
two (ires. The British ships are bom¬
barding it from tho sea, and the
Franco-Belgian marines and infantry,
supported by French artillery, are at¬
tacking their advanced positions on
land from the direction of Nieuport.
The allies now lind the work of

bridge-building across the Yser much
easier and more certain because of the
occupation of St. Georges. Aside from
this, there Is another twofold advantage
tiie allies enjoy. Not only has tho
enemy been repulsed, but their advance
along the coast has been facilitated.
Also they have reached the sand dunes!
where the enemies position is located
to tlie north of Bombaertadye.
So far the allies not only have been

able to withstand tin- German bombard-
ment. but have succeeded in strength-
ening their position.
Following the battle front southward!

and then east along tlie Aisne and
on to Alsace, the next point of ac-!
tivity mentioned in the day's reports
is the region south of 1 >i.\inude, where!
tlie Germans violently bombarded the,
bridge position captured by tin* Bel-
gians and now being strengthened,
owing to tlie Inundated condition of
the ground in the front of this posi-
tion, the Germans were compelled to
lire from such a long range as to make
tlK'ir shelling ineffective.
The German gnus likewise attempt¬

ed to reduce the allies' works between
I.abasKoc and Carency, but failed to in-
llict any considerable damage. Be-
tween Albert and the rouioii of Craonne
similar Ineffectual attacks were direct¬
ed against tlie allies* front in an ef¬
fort to force the French to relieve the
pressure which is growing dally more

menacing to the position of Generals
Von Kluck and Von Buelow.
Near Craonne, In the neighborhood1

of Blanc Sahlon. the French artillery
completely demolished an important
section of the German earthworks,
forcing the invaders to evacuate their
position and return to supporting
trenches. The French forces here have
moved forward and have again dug
themselves In within striking range of
tho Germans.

Terrific counterattacks by artillery
and infantry along the front from
Perthes to a point east of Verdun be¬
trayed the German concern at the
growing insecurity of their positions,
Cannonades of great violence, followed
by infantry counter assaults were di-
lotted against Perthes and Itemise-
jour, where the French made import-
ant advances on Wednesday, but tho
Frc-ncli held firmly and have succeed-I
ed in making their advance positions
good. 1

Tlx- entire r( in the forest ot
l.aKruiie was assiiilcil by repeated :it-
tucks. At several points the Germans
were to nilvunctf a distance nf fifty
yards, i,ut tlu- French met them each
time wiiii a counterattack.

Still more violent was the German
attempt to out tin- allies' line to the
northwest of Fllrey, in the area he-
iween the Meuse ami the Moselle.
. tponiiiK their attack on Wednesday)niKlit. ami continuity; it throughout
Thursday uiorniiiK. the invaders
charged six times with great despera¬
tion against the trenches the French
captur-'d on Wednesday morning, hut
l>y a brilliant defensive each assault
was repelled.
The i.attle for the possession of

steinhach continues furiously. This is
the town before Muelhausen, in Alsace,
that the French invested three days
ano. The fighting; has been carried
into tin town itself, where the gains
uiitilc hy the Frem It infantry an<i dis-
inounled cavalry have been practical-,
ly from house to house. The artillery,
v\ Itich 'as hoi'ii engaged in tleadly
iluel for three days, war. exceedingly
active all during; yesterday, tin French
batteries In the afternoon winning a
distinct advantage.

¦titt i isii rui/.i-: mi ht
\\\(M M'KS IJF.t ISIOV

WASHINGTON, .lantiary I. The de-
cision ol the British prize court in'
London in the case of the British
steamship Mimirachi, loaded with
wheat and shipped from America to
German consignees prior to the war'
was announced here to-nij-'ht l»y the
Uritish embassy. The court held that
the wheat was still the property of
the American claimants, and ordered'
that they he paid for it. The embassy
issued a statement on the case, which,
sail i ti pa rt:
"The vessel was one of a larite num¬

ber which had shipped cargoes of
wheat in the I'liiled States before the
outbreak of war consigned to ilormaii
firms in Germany. The case wns sub¬
mittal to th" prize court as a test

isi-, in order that tho point of law
m'siiii be determined whether the goods
w« re at it., time of seizure the prop¬
el ty o* t'¦ \mem:>n shippers or <>f
the Hi rniiiii consignees.
"The case having been made a test

one, other shipments are being re-
hn-ed in lil . manner, provided that
the> wen made before the outbreak
of war and without contemplation of
wa r."

IW AlllM. If! N(.\lt\
I'lttMl FOt It POIVI'S

LONDON. .lamiar> A. .%!>..
The Daily Mail's Itome eoi i esponden*.
-. nits :i Budapest t< legram which says
he I: u;,s ia ns are invading Hungary
«»m four ;. oint s
"There is a panic throughout llun-

I'.iry." the dlKpRtch ad<ls. "as a result
"f :. iaj :¦! teiwai of the Austrian
:«itn> hefon this new Russian ad-
v-i.'-e. All public meetings have been
prohibited ii, Budapest."
son OF t.KIOIW (IIANCKI.MIII

itniMtitTKii kii.i.kd i\ ui'rn.K
BICftUN, )anuar> i i v in The llngueand 1 .onilon, 10:35 I' M )..The I.okalAn/.clger says to-day It has learned

i the eldest son of Dr. von Bethmann-llollwfic. Imperial Chancellor, waskil led in action in Poland DecemberX

^
.

Zn&Z&Zzfisttlferyrn£2727^(5<^nc?75Jcf&czrz/'//eras <Sr^-//a&ew<xu>&ic'.'*'*>£*$i<'OG0
Hani at work puinpiuK the food into (he maw of one of the hij; British

guns-hidden in a cunningly contrived shelter. The gunner on the left is
adjusting the time fuse to a shell.

GERMANY FOR PRESENT
CANNOT MAKE HEADWAY

Initiative at This Time Seems to Be
in Hands of Allied Com¬

manders.
!

KAISKH'S Mi:\ (>\ DKFKXSIVM

1 tattle on Two Fronts 1,<)(><) ."Miles
Apart Causes I'nutit icipnted Strain j
on ICveti Great Hesources of the
Fnipire.

I.UNDOX, January I..Tin* close of
ill'- lit"! 11 month hi' tlic war !in<ls Ger-
many still in occupation of virtually)
tin- whole of Belgium, an important'
tract "f French territory in the west-
ern theatre of hostilities, anil a consid-
eruble slice of Bussiun l'oland alone
the eastern battle front, 1,000 miles
away. It wouhl appear, nevertheless,
that (icrmany, for the present at least,
is unable to make further headway.

r.ritish commentators to-day call at .

tention to the fact that the initiative |
tor the. moment seems to be in the
hands of the allied commanders, and
the if -« nt German public utterances to
the effect that Germsiny ii wa«inic a
defensive war to «avi- her territory
from invasion is accepted here as an
indirect admission that to battle on
two fionts 1.000 miles apart has caused
an unanticipated strain on even the
«ri-:.t resources of the empire.
There are, however, no illusions in

London as to the ditliculties confront¬
ing the allies. It. h; recognized that
t he* task of recovering the territory
seized 1«\ the Germans is little P. ss
formidable than the undertaking of
(Jet-many when she found herself en-
uv.Ked in wi i": re a.vninst a multiplicity
of enemies Hence the postponement
of she allied offensive <"i « fjrsiml scale
until the allies are able to put more
men in the t'n-ld. Meanwhile each side,
is continually leelinij tin strength of
its opposing lines. General .loffre.
French comma iider-in-c hief, is for the
momei.t «. x. Ii;ihis Hieates'. pressure
on tit- extremities of the lone font
extendiiiK from the channel to Alsace.
On the east win): the French aire once
more in pos: < .-sion of a portion of
Steinbnch, a village of much strateiric
importance, which they occupied early
in the war. \u;.inst tin- German ii};hi
wlnj.c the allies are slowly pushing
alone the sand c'.iines bordering the!
North .Sea in the direction of Ostend.
which tin: nuns of the British licet
prevent the Germans lrom occupying.

l.arue atmie-i row tiainiiiK in Knu
land will e ready to be thrown across
the channel sis soon us :i more rapid
d< velopv en*, of the allies' offensive
movement is consldi red desirable.

It is claimed at ivtroiyrud that Field
Mar-hal von I limh'iihttrp's rush fori
Warsaw was opposed with such suc-
cess that it has been definitely ^'heck
i (i. hill .'.crruan Wa:-Olliee reports state
satisfactory progress is helm? made,
except in Calicia. where what practi-
cally amounts t<> a rout of the Atis-
trian fo'cea with thoir stiffcninR of
Germans is admitted
Opinions vary whether the Austro-

llutiK! i ii fot e.s will npain stir the
hornets" ne.st to the southward of the
dual monaichy. At present Servia and
Montenegro have fought their bin
neighbor to a standstill, but il is re¬
ported that Austria is preparing a new
expedition of ;i million men anainst
Ser\ ia

l'xeltoment produced by President
Wilson's note concern!iik the detention
of American vessels by British war-
ships has cooled with the publication
of the communication's text. The re-

J ply w ill bo formulated without delay.

TO win NEW VICTORIES
Kniperor of Germany Sends Stirring
New Year's Address to His Sol¬

diers and Sailors.

NATION STANDS IN HAKMONY

Every Attempt of Enemies of Father¬
land, lie Declares, to Enter I'pon
German Territory in Numerical
Strength Has Failed.

nrcui.ix (via London), Janunry I..
Kmperur William in a New Year's
message to tlie army and navy a.^ks
tliem to face tin- now year unflinch-
liigly and to look forward to new deeds
anad new victories for the beloved'
Fatherland. The message rends:
"After five long months of heavy and

hot fighting we enter the new year.
"Hrilllant victories have b«^en gained I

and great successes achieved by the'
German army almost everywhere In
the territory of the enemy, while re-!
peated attempts of our opponents, to
swarm 011 German territory have'
failed.
"My ships have covered themselves

with glory on every sen, and the crews
have proved not only that they know:
how to tight victoriously, hut to die
like heroes when overwhelmed by sti-l
perior forces. j
"Hchind the army and the navy thoj

entire nation stands in unexampled jharmony, prepared to sacrifice Its'
heart's blood for the sacred domestic'
hearth which we are defending against
outrageous Invasion. Much has cornel
to pass In the old year but the enemies'
are still tirnily kept low. Always!
fresh hordes are rolling up against
our army and the army of our faithful'
allies, but their numbers do not fright-1
en us. Although the times may l»e so-jrious and the task before ns a heavy!
one, we look forward into the future
with the tlrmest confidence.
"Next to God's wise guidance. I trust'

.to the matchless bravery of the army
and navy and know myself to be one'
with the .entire German nation. There-;
fore, let us face the new year un-i
ftinchingly. looking forward to new
deeds and n< w victories for our be-
loved Fatherland.

(Signed) "WITjIIHLM."

WILLIAM I. LEWIS DEAD j
sap/oreil by M'i»lijN .Men lliirliii; War!

mill Tried a* ii Spy.
W KSTHnOOlC. CONN., January l.~

William I. I.rwis. for twelve years!
an assistant sergeant-at-arms In thei
United States Senate and a well-known
veteran of the War Between the. States,
died here to-night, aged seventy-four
years. jParing the war I.ewTs was captured
by Colonel Moshv's soldiers, and tried
as a spy. He was confined in I.ibby
Prison and later exchanpod.

FIGHTING ( (IVTIM r.S;
siti'.vtiom i vcha\(;i:i)

AMSTIOKDAM (via London), Janu¬
ary 1 (!»: >S P. M.)..The following of-
cial communication from Vienna was
received here this afternoon:
"Fighting in the Carpathians and in!

Itukowina continues, but the situation
Is unchanged.
"The enemy's attacks both day andj

night at Hlola and south of Tarnow
(both In (SalIda) have been repulsed,
our troops indicting heavy losses and
taking 2,OOP prisoners and six machine
guns.
"North of the Vistula fog hinders the

operations but slight progress has been
made there. -

"In the southern war theatro noth-
ins has happened."

BrHj&h<3c*-ri5 J>?Ae/-C^-5
One <>r the most wonderful parts of

modern warfare is the manner in
which the big puns are hiddea from
the enemy's observers. The photo
shows one of the Itritish Held kiijis
in n cunningly concealed shelter.

REPLY TO PROTEST NOTE
PROMISED IN FEW DAYS

(Continued Prom Hirst Page.)
as 1m compat ible with the- objects of
tlie British navy."

Tlio Nation says:
"We confess the feeling ol some re¬

gret as to the form of America's note.
We wish It had been somewhat differ- j
entl.v expressed and dispatched in ac-
cordance with tin- accustomed way.
we will not say of diplomacy, but of
a friendly correspondence.
"There arc two ways of conducting: |

a controversy of public interest. A
man may give his correspondent the
sole benefit of his mind, or lie may turn
a missive into a missile by dispatch-
ing one copy of it to the press at or
before the hour of its receipt by the
person immediately concerned. It ap-
pears the American St;ite Department!
chose the latter course, but there is
no call to turn an error of tact Into
one of substance.
"Hor the rest then- is no deeply

serious cause for complaint. it was
inevitable that a nation not at war'
should fail to understand the ditficul-
ties of one that is, especially when
the interests of belligerent and neutral
conflict."
The Nation says the war, to some

extent, is one of economic exhaustion,
but more one of ammunition, which
it declares already Is approaching the
period of deterioration. The allies, it
adds, think it essential to prevent ma¬
terials of war, especially copper and
antimony, from reaching the durmun
army, but that the right of search is
not the perfect instrument for tills, as
it Implies the overhauling of cargoes
and the detention, delay and deteriora¬
tion of perishable goods. It adds that
if the United States is hostile on the
merits of the war, the process must
appear to be an unmltieatcd nuisance,
but if the United Slates sympathizes
with the allies, *he must be conscious
of a divided mind. She has her own
trade interests to consider. It declares,
and also is Interested in bringing the
war to an end and to a right end. i

The Nation says each party owes a

duty to the other. It expresses doubt
if a serious attempt has been made to]
curtail Germany's food supply, and
says It hopes that no food be stopped
unless it Is destined for the army. The I
newspaper considers the enormous
Italian imports of copper probably
have been due to war preparations.
BXTBXSIVH < OM MBXT

tx tiii: fiib.xcii piibss ]
PARIS, January 1 (10:31 A. A!.).. j

Extensive comments on the American
note to the British government are ap¬
pearing in the French press. It is

agreed that no danger exists of a rup¬
ture of the excellent relations between
the United States and England, France
.'.nd Russia.

America, it is said, of all nations,
would avoid any unjust policy. Sev¬
eral newspapers say that President ;
Wilson's own reference to the sharp
practices employed by some American
shippers appear to justify the precau-
tionarv measures which have been
taken.
Germany, the newspapers declare,

has inaugurated new methods of war¬
fare, which are criticized severely.
Because of these measures, it is as¬
sorted, it has been necessary for tin;
¦lilies to defend themselves vigorously,
and all measures adopted have been
dictated by necessity.
The general opinion is that there

will be little difiieully in making sat¬
isfactory explanation to the American
government along those lines.

I'HOlirCKS BXt'BI.LBXT i
IMPHBSSIOX IX KOME

ROM E. December It I (8:10 P. M.
Delayed)..The American note to Great
Britain, protesting against the inter¬
ference with American merchantmen,
has produced an excellent impression
here, not only because it may tend
to avert exactly the same difficulties
encountered by Italian commerce, but
also because It is hoped it may lead
to a more concrete set of international
rules protecting the commerce of neu¬
trals In their rights, while still safe¬
guarding the rights of belligerents.
The American ambassador here is

working to secure an amelioration of
conditions Interfering with American
commerce.

Tiimn f;Bitmax attempt
!>!.:HI X ITBliV ItBPBM.ET)

PETROGHAD, January 1..The third
German attempt to grasp Warsaw is
now .definitely repelled. All the ter¬
rific onslaughts, alt the armies they
could bring to Central Poland to burst
through the Russian defense, have been
worn to exhaustion.
The Ninth German Army, under Gen-

< i al Maekenzen, which for six weeks
had been thn heart of all the furious
fighting around Lodz and L,o\vlcx, has
now moved considerably south. This
was followed by the action southwest
of Tomasjsow, when the Russian right
wing reached out toward the retreat¬
ing army.
Helow the Pillca everything now

points to Von Hindenburg transferring
his energy to supplying fresli strength
to this area.

Russian armies in the south are now
well supplied and in victorious spirits
for a solid advance. Their position Is
so satisfactory that military opinion
generally agrees that the arms of the
allies will l>e crowned with victory be¬
fore autumn.

ARMY'S LIFE IN TRENCHES
MARRED BY HEAVY RAINS

Correspondent Writes How Whole
Companies Are Driven Out

by Floods.

CHANGE FOR SHARPSHOOTERS
Soldiers Grow Careless of Enemy's

Fire.Willow Trees Deceive in
Durk-^.Startled by German Star-
llorkets.

ICorrespomlenco of Associated Press.]
LONDON, December 20..The follow¬

ing account of life at the front is from
a correspondent who volunteered for
service at the beginning of the war and
has since been promoted to the rank
of ofllcer:
"During the In tier part of November

the arm>* in the trenches was woll-nlgh
perishing with cold: since early- De¬
cember it has been the victim of per¬
sistent rain ;ind Mood.

"Nlirlit nfter nlKht, whole comnanies
are Hooded out of their trenches, while
a re-uruiigeincnt of the forces has made
it impossible to Rive the men their
former weekly three days of rest In
the villages behind the lines. All the
advanced forceH will remain in their
trenches now for eighteen days* then
they hope to have a brief relief.

"It is difficult to give an idoa of
what rain means in the trenches. The
lines, under frosty conditions, seem
such an orderly, permanent and town-
like series of cubbyholes that when
they nil start to melt away and cave
in under the lnlluence of thaw and
rain it is .is If one were trying to
travel through a pitchdark London in
ruins."

"Ofhcers who were glorying In fine
new duKouts, equipped with all the
trench comforts, suddenly found them-I
selves buried in a mass of collapsed
earth of the consistency and quality
of thick paint.
"The latest gossip here Is that the;

Indian division and the Germans were!
so close to each other a day or two ago
that they used the same parapet for
their trenches and took turns at tiring
through their mutual loopholes. That,
of course, is a little exaggerated, but
serves to Illustrate the manner In,
which the two arinien keep continually
getting closer and closer. Hand;
grenades atul homemade bombs, fash-'
ioned out of biscuit tins, can be t,s« d
advantageously at tnany points.

< lii<nrr for .SliurpNbootern.
"Generally, however, the front1

tri'nclii'D are about 1100 yarils apart In
this section. That gives the sharp¬
shooters plenty of chance to get In
their fine work, and It Is dangerous to
push one's head above a trench even
to sight a r I tie. Many of the sharp-1
shooters are usin^ periscopes much
like those of the submarine, and with
these they can sight and shoot ac¬
curately without coming anywhere near
the top of the trench. The opposing
sharpshooters, of course, delight In ef-
forts to hit the tube of the periscope
and frequently succeed.

"Since the rains and floods came the
communication trenches have largely
oozed away. Home of them are like
rivers; others nre knee deep with
pasty mud of exactly the same con¬

sistency of bakers' dough. A regiment
which passed through one such trench
a day or two ago left three men behind
and had to semi a relief party baclc t|>
dig them out.
"Under such circumstances the labor

of bringing up ammunition and ra¬
tions from the rear is terrific, and the
men assigned to this labor reach their
destination In a state of utter fatigue;
nevertheless, they have to take their'
turn at sentry duty later in the nlRht. i
"The enemy is very business-like and jmisses no chance to shoot any man

who exposes himself. To-day, for In-
stance, an Kngllsh soldier was up In
a willow tree cutting switches. A shot
passed him and he sportively signaled i
"a miss; left.' A second shot came and
he signaled 'A miss; right.' The enemy
profited by his advice and the third
shot passed straight through ills head.
"There are jLhe strictest orders against

men exposing themselves; hut some of'
the careless ones arc surprisingly dls- 1
regardful of their safety. Yesterday I
a private who was dragging a sack of
coal walked slowly along the top or
a communicating trench for a eonsid-
arable distance in full view of the en-
om.v, merely because the bottom of the
trench was muddy, and traveling down
there in safety would have been so
much more laborious than on tiie firm
soil above. A hail of bullets missed jhim, hut he even slopped to light 'his
pipe behind an eigliteen-lnch willow jbefore he deliberately climber back jdown into the trench with his load.

Tired of 'frees and Stumps.
"The whole army is very tired of

willow trees and poplars. It would he
a relief to know that we would never
have to see them again. Willow
stumps nre particularly annoying be¬
cause in the dark they look exactly
like a crouching soldier, with perhaps
a stray limb resembling a leveled gun.

"I was out scouting two nights ago
and went farther ahead than 1 had
Intended. I had no rifle with me.
About forty yards from the enemy's
trench I suddenly saw what I thought
was a German crouchlnpr down with
leveled gun. My heart stopped, and I
hastily signaled for the rlllo of a
man behind me, only to find It not
loaded. Then I looked straight again,
and found the German was only a
willow stump.
"On my way back, crawling cautious¬

ly through a turnip field.ana must
move cautiously, for these turnips
crackle most alarmingly under foot.
suddenly up went one of their star
rockets, which make the neighborhood
light as day for a mile around. I
dropped down. To my horror, I dis¬
covered that my face was close along¬
side a German corpse, that had lain
their since their last unsuccessful In¬
fantry attack six weekB ago. Another
and another rocket went up. and it
was many minutes before I could get
away from that grisly object. I
brought back his helmet and rifle as
souvenirs.
"There is a great supply of news in

the trenches, but much of it, I regret
to say, Is unreliable. To-day, for in¬
stance, we heard of a great naval vic¬
tory for the Kngllsh. a great Galiclan
vitcory for the Huasians. and for the
twentieth time, that the Kaiser is siclt
unto death."

SMALL BOYS GUEST OF THAW
Tliry Will Give lllm I.ovlug Gup In

lteeoK»ltlon of IIIn Klndm-ascs.
[Special to The Times-Dispatch.J

MANOHKHTER, N. 11.. January 1..
Harry Thaw to-night entertained at
his home forty small boys of the North
lCnd, who presented to him a loving
cup from their savings In recognition
of his kindnesses to them. Thaw has
had the boys at his home for toa, and
has presented skates, sleds and other
things to them. On occasions he has
Joined them In sledding and coasting.

CUIIIOUS CONT
ABOUT SOLDIERS' FDOO

Oflicer Wrlten to Laindut Number of
Pounds He Hml Gained

in Trenches.

1IE FEELS ALMOST TOO WELL
/

List Showing What Each Iirltisli Sol¬
dier (Jets Every Twenty-Four
Hours.Allowance Ik Result of/
Careful Study by Scientists.

IIY IIKKBIOirr TICMPJL.K.
LONDON, January 1..A curious

complaint about soldiers' food In tho
nolo has Just been received. An officer
writes home to lament the number of
pounds he has added to his weight In
tlio trenches, saying he feeds almost
loo well without sutllclent exercise.
Napoleon, who said, "An army fights

on its stomach." would be astonished
at tho enormous demands upon the, en -

durance of the men In this war,' for
he was never able, to give his men the
strengthening food well regulated
armies receive nowadays.

I call attention, for Instance, to tho
battle of Lule llurgas. The Turks lost
because they had been starving for
four days. The liulKarlans had their
stomachs full. The Turks were will¬
ing. but could not fight, anu on their
retreat many died of shocr starvation.
The Belgians, and. In many cases, tho
Germans in Hclglum. have, been weaK-
ened by lack of food, although the
German, system In general Is excellent.
But the Uritish soldier has gotten hi*
meals with ureat regularity. Hero Is
a list showing what each British pri¬
vate receives every twenty-four hours:
one and a quarter pound of fresfc meat
or one pound preserved meat, one
pound and a quarter bread, four ounces
bacon, three ounces cheeHe, four ounces
Jam. three ounces sugar, half-pound
of fresh vegetables or two ounces dried
vegetables, five-eighths ounce of tea,
coffee or cocoa; two ounces of tobac¬
co. or fifty cigarettes per week.
This allowance is the result of care¬

ful study on the part of the scientists.
They have found that 2.000 calories or
energy-making units are required to
keep a man alive If he is lying In bed
without mental or physical exercise.
For a mat) marching twenty miles a
day 4.500 calories a day are necessary.
The British soldier receives 5,000 ca¬
lories so he has 500 to spare.

In former British wars there has been
enormous corruption and chaos, and
the soldiers have often gone hungry.
Luckily, for two years before the war
broke out the director of supplies and
bis staff had been studying every de¬
tail of the new method so that when
the great call came the whole scheme
was complete and perfect, both as re-
gards supplies and transports.
The contractor or middleman, the

source of much corruption. In the old
days, has been removed and the War
< Mtlce deals directly with manufactur¬
ers.
Acting in connection with the Local

Government Board, tens of thousands
of henlth officers nil over the world In¬
spect the facto c.*s anil analyze the food
to prevent adulteration. Impurity or
bad quality.
Another clover device Is the method

of delivery. The manufacturer must
send his stores to the railways with¬
out knowing their destination. If thin !
were not so, he might be able to land
inferior poods In ships for the Con¬
tinent, knowing well that the boxes
would be opened up too far away for
inspection or complaint. Under the
new system, these supplies must go to
the government food depots at Liver¬
pool or Leads, where they come under
the eyes of health officers and
armlyistM.
The army had large reserves of food

when war broke out, but in ten daysthese had been doubled. A stupendous
plan was put into operation, and it
worked wonderfully. In France and
Belgium on«* sees the army service
corps and passes their convoys on the
roads. Intermlnally, the motor trucks
hurry from the bases to the fightinglines with Tommy's daily meals, with
fresh bread baked on the railways, and
often ever, with fresh fruit from the
South.

FURTHER ENGLISH REPORT
ON GERMAN ATROCITIES

I'eople Seriously Maltreated, Hou»e*
Ilurned Dotvn, nnd IIIk Drmnndu

for Money.
ISpeclal Cable to The Times-Dispatch.3LONDON, January 1..The official
press bureau to-night issued the eighth
otlicial report of the Belglnn commis¬
sion on German atrocities. It says:

"In Belgian Luxemburg the Germans
systematically arrested hostages. At
certain places they were not seriouslymaltreated; at others tlisy were sub¬
jected to abominable treatment.

"At Marchc three of the principalmagistrates of the neighborhood were
for several weeks kept prisoners in a
cell of the jail. Certain of the hos¬
tages were taken to Germany, where '

they were deprived of food and sleep,and were the object of outrages per¬petrated by both soldiers and civilians.
"In almost every village the plunder¬ing was systematically complete. The

soldiers took away from the houses byforce all they chose to carry off. The
bottles of wine stolen were, innumer¬
able. Tlio first act of the soldiers, on
arriving in a village, was to ask for
wine and spirits. Drunken scenes
cruelty and promiscuous shooting Im¬
mediately followed
"On the farms the soldiers cut down

with their swords or shot the pigs and
poultry. They fired wildly and killed
and wounded intentionally a number
of inhabitants.
"At Arlon the pill.iKing of the houses

was carried out by order of the mili¬
tary authorities. These authorities gave tthe town four hours to produco a war
contribution of $20,000 cash, addingthat if tho cash was not forthcoming100 houses would bo pillaged. When
tho money finally was produced, forty-
seven houses already had been sacked
by order of the officers.
"The number of houses burned in tho

Province of Luxemburg is more than
3,000. This was accomplished by wil¬
ful and systematic incendiarism. In
a great number of the villages tho Ger¬
mans gave themselves over to execu¬
tion en masse Tho number of men shot
in the province is more than 1,000."Ono hundred and eleven persons of
tho communes of Kthe and liosslgnol
were publicly shot at Arlon. Some
days later eight persons from neighbor¬ing communes were executed."

NORWEGIAN STICAMRIt
WRUCKI3D ON It10KF

HARWICH, ENG. (via London), Jan¬
uary 2 (2:15 A. M.)..A torpedo-boat
reports that tho Norwegian steamer
Odoneence was wrecked on a reef soon
after leaving Rotterdam Friday. Her
crew of forty-two was saved.

Cured In SI* to Fourteen I)*?*.DrusKlxts refund money If PAZO OINT¬MENT falls to cure Itching. Blind. Bleeding
or Protruding 1'lles. First application elvesrelief. &0c..Adv.


